
Narch 14, 1978 LB 602

more important than oil or any other item. I t i s w a t e r t ha t
human beings need. Certainly the OFPD facilitv can take addi
tional water out of the Nissouri River. But as you wel l k n ow,
tne ."/1ssouri R1ver, when you take that water, there is h1gh
price to pay for thee purif1cation of that water. T hi m o r n in g
this body wasn't too concerned when Senator George had a pro
posal here for g48,000 when it related to contamination by
nuclear facilities. What I'm saying to you today is that the
transmissicn facility to the Saunders County water bed is the
most economical. That water has the greatest integrity 1n
terms of its uses for people. Not only that, but no one can
prove to me that that water field will indeed take away from
the flow of the Platte R1ver. We allow 6 million cub1c acres
of water in this state, annually, to escape us. It d oesn' t
seem to bother us very much. Instead of getting to the issue
of retaining the ground surface water, we s1t in this body
on many occasions and do noth1ng about it. I submit to you
that the issue of water in this state is total. T hat by t h e s e
water fields in Sarpy County counting on this area to the Omaha
metropolitan area which serves, I said, a half a million people
approximately by service, it is imp rative that these people
have good water, that they have water which is accessible with
out endangering those who farm 1n Saunders County or those who
live upstream on the Platte River. If we' re concerned about
who is taking water out of the Platte River, and the under
ground recharge, then we ought to be concerned about the ri
parian rights as well. Those who irrigate above from the
Platte River without any type of monitoring may be also in
volved in the misuse of water which causes a lack of recharge
at the far end of that river. I would suggest that OPPD's
.water fields are not going to delimit the water table one
iota. Those hydrologists who have looked at 1t have virtually
confirmed that the amount of water taken out of there, under
present conditions, could hardly be noticeable in terms of
the effect of the water table in that particular county. I
would remind you of one other thing. Presently, in this area
that we' re talking about there is a great deal of development
in gravel mining. This, of course, is an important industry.
But by the same token, gravel m1ning takes away from the use
and utilization of a good water table for human consumption.
If we continue to try to deter the action of one of the largest
sectors of our population in terms of water needs, and con
tinue to confuse the issues, then the gravel development in
this area is indeed go1ng to be in place, and it will also
take land and water 1n equal quantities. The same people who
talk about taking land out of cultivation do not care about tak
ing gravel from the same area and developing 1t into lakes,
later on to become lake homes and other types of developments.
Th1s, of course, is a part of free enterprise. I understand
it. But I think the issue must be made clear here today.
Presently OPPD is tak1ng water from the Nissouri River. But
in order for them to take additional water they would have
to come through a ma3or metropolitan area, that is high trans
mission cost because of all the residential areas, the streets,
and a number of other problems besides the purification of the
water. I do not perceive that this water field at th1s time
will 1n any way, shape or form endanger the underground water
supply of Saunders County or those who depend upon agriculture
and arri-business as their life line for econom1c purposes.
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